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Editorial 
 
The CLaw workshop brings together specialists from 
law and computer science to: (a) explore technical 
responses to legal problems, (b) provide legal input to 
guide technology development, and (c) interrogate 
legal frameworks for new and emerging technologies. 

Tech-legal issues are more topical than ever. Over the 
past year, several major scandals involving data hit the 
mainstream, notably the Cambridge Analytica-Facebook 
debacle. The already fervent interest in greater 
regulation of digital technologies hit an apex with the 
entry into force of the European Commission’s 
monumental General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR), a path-breaking piece of legislation that will 
shape technology design and compliance for decades to 
come, and which rightly garnered the bulk of attention 
in our 2018 CLaw workshop.  

Building on the successes of the previous three 
workshops, CLaw has continued to expand. Continuing 
the exploratory spirit that has defined the workshop 
since its inception, there is a strong emphasis on 
generating new interdisciplinary research directions. 
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This year CLaw is co-located with Ubicomp and ISWC 
2018, which both consider the increasingly pervasive 
and physical nature of technology, and its impact on 
users and society.  

The majority of the papers accepted this year focused 
on GDPR-related issues, including technical aspects of 
exercising data subject rights, design and development 
considerations supporting GDPR compliance, data 
localisation, and the challenges of privacy and data 
sharing, each as they relate to current and emerging 
computing environments. The behaviour of robots in 
public spaces was also explored, and we are pleased to 
be publishing a paper co-authored by our excellent 
2017 legal keynote, Prof. Colin Bennett.  

We thank all of the researchers who submitted and 
refined papers. We also extend particular thanks to the 
Programme Committee, a vibrant, inter-disciplinarily 
community of leading researchers, who contributed 
their time and expertise to the peer-review process. 

It is particularly apt for the 2018 CLaw workshop to 
take place in Asia, given the huge advances in digital 
technologies and their implementation in the region. 
Singapore, our host city, for instance, has ambitious 
plans to become the world’s first ‘Smart Nation’. As 
such, we will feature keynote presentations from local 
experts, spanning both disciplines, to bring a regional 
APAC perspective to the discussion.  

The implications of the rise of China for the future of 
law and technology is also in our sights, as are 
developments in India, from the controversial Aadhar 
biometric digital identity system to judicial and 
legislative advances on privacy. In future iterations of 

this workshop, we hope to see more examination of 
Asian perspectives and approaches regarding legal and 
technical issues in cloud and pervasive computing 
(IoT).  

We look forward to you joining us.   
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