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Welcome

Key Points
• In 1947 seventeen specially selected Corriedale 

rams from South Australia were sent by sea to 
Nakuru County. Corriedale sheep are farmed 
extensively in Kenya to this day.

• In the late 1940s and early 1950s prior to Kenya’s 
independence, breeders travelled to Australia 
specifically to purchase Australian-bred 
Ayrshire, Friesian and Jersey cattle.

• Australian eucalypts were first introduced to 
East Africa in 1902 to provide fuelwood for the 
Kenya-Uganda railway and are now a common 
feature of the Kenyan landscape.

• Boran cattle originated in northern Kenya. 
In 1990 the first Boran calves were imported into 
Australia and are now bred in Queensland and 
the Northern Territory.

• In addition to thousands of consignments of 
cut flowers, Kenya exports coffee, vegetable 
fats, cereals, tea, nuts and other agricultural 
commodities to Australia each year.

President Jomo Kenyatta, the first President of the Republic of Kenya, 
once said that ‘our children may learn about the heroes of the past, our 
task is to make ourselves the architects of our future.’ 

As the current stewards of the Australia-Kenya relationship, we are 
committed to exploring ways to strengthen our bilateral partnership. 
At a time of significant change on both sides of the Indian Ocean, 
this report is a timely reminder of our shared history and how we can 
continue to cooperate on common concerns to the benefit of our two 
nations and the wider global community. The report demonstrates how 
underlying connections between Australia and Kenya are stronger than 
ever. Whether it is education, tourism, trade or sport, there is no limit 
to what we can achieve as partners in a dynamic world going forward. 
Our long history of personal and educational links remains crucial to 
further strengthening our relationship. It is my hope that this report 
will provide an interesting background to this enduring and evolving 
relationship. 

Mr Luke Williams 
Australian High Commissioner to Kenya

Trade     
      Relations

Australia’s two-way trade with Kenya is worth approx. 
A$ 475 million per year. Of the major Australian 
commodities exported to the country, wheat is the 
largest, amounting to nearly A$ 17 million in value in 
2019-2020. For Kenya’s part, vegetable and coffee 
exports to Australia together were valued at over 
A$ 30 million in the same year. While wheat and 
coffee have predominated in recent years, earlier in 
the twentieth century it was the livestock industry 
that characterised the bilateral trade relationship. 
Prior to Kenyan independence, sheep breeders 
looked to Australia in the years after the Second 
World War to supplement their herds. Australian-
bred cattle were also very popular with Kenya’s dairy 
and cattle producers. 

Australian miners play an important role in 
Kenya’s economy. Base Titanium Ltd, a subsidiary 
of ASX-listed Base Resources owns and operates 
the Kwale mineral sands mine 50 kilometres south of 
Mombasa. The Kwale Operation currently accounts 
for approximately 65% of Kenya’s mining industry by 
mineral output value. 

Over the past decade Kenya has emerged as 
Australia’s biggest source of fresh-cut flowers and 
foliage. Between 2009 and 2020 no fewer than 
20,536 consignments of flowers were shipped 
to Australia.
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Key Points
• Newland, Tarlton & Co. Ltd. was formed with 

just £200 of capital, but by the outbreak of 
WW1, was equipping over 300 tourist and safari 
clients per year, and had grown to be the biggest 
business – of any kind – in East Africa.

• Leslie Tarlton became a ‘pillar’ of Kenyan society, 
and a leading figure in Kenya’s ANZAC Society, 
and following his death in 1951, was buried in 
Nairobi City Park Cemetery.

• Later Australians retained this same fascination 
with Kenyan safaris, Thousands of Australian 
tourists now visit Kenya each year.

• The Lonely Planet guidebooks were created by 
UK-born Australians Tony and Maureen Wheeler. 
Lonely Planet has deep connections with Kenya, 
and its online community continues to be named 
after the famous Thorn Tree of Nairobi (which 
has been a message-board since 1902).

• New partnerships between Kenya and Australia 
are emerging in the field of eco-tourism, 
especially in relation to coastal and marine 
environments.

Key Points
• The emphasis of the Australian Awards scheme 

has been upon supporting Kenyans who would 
go on to play leadership roles in the country’s 
political, economic and social development.

• From the 1960s onwards, increasing numbers 
of personnel in the Kenya Defence Forces and 
Kenya Police have also travelled to Australia 
for training.

• Australian academics have also made important 
contributions to Kenyan Studies. Notable here 
is the work of Australian political scientist 
Cherry Gertzel, and Sydney-born anthropologist 
William E. H. (‘Bill’) Stanner.

• The University of Western Australia is today 
Australia’s leading institution for research on 
African society and history. It hosts Australia’s 
only dedicated African Studies centre: the 
African Research and Engagement Centre 
(AfREC). 

• The peak body for African Studies in Australia is 
the African Studies Association of Australasia 
and the Pacific (AFSAAP), founded in 1978. La 
Trobe University in Melbourne also hosted an 
African Research Institute, from 1985-2006.

Tourism
Education     
     and Training

Prior to independence, tourism was fundamental to 
Kenya’s economy. The reasons for this trace, ultimately, 
to debates over the building of, and financing for, the 
Uganda Railway during the early 1890s. From the time 
that construction of the Railway began, those who 
had championed the project were under pressure 
to identify new economic activities which might be 
generated by it – and tourism always loomed large in 
these plans. This is reflected in the fact that much of the 
Railway’s earliest promotional material centred around 
tourism advertising. 

From the beginning, a number of Australians played a 
leading role in the development of the tourism and safari 
industry in Kenya,  and they helped to inaugurate what 
became known as the ‘Golden Age of Safari’ (which 
lasted from roughly 1900-1945). Two names particularly 
stand out here: Victor Newland and Leslie Jefferis Tarlton. 
Both from South Australia, Newland and Tarlton moved 
to East Africa in the early twentieth century, and set 
up the eponymous Newland, Tarlton & Co. Ltd., which 
dominated the safari business in Kenya in the decade 
before the First World War.

The tourism industry grew most rapidly in Kenya in the 
decades after WW2, when the advent of mass ‘long-haul’ 
air travel enabled the country to become the regional hub 
that it is today. It also benefitted from the creation of the 
pioneering East Africa Travel and Tourism Association 
(EATTA) in 1948. Following a series of promotional drives 
by the EATTA across Asia and Australasia, from the 1970s 
onwards, a growing number of these visitors came from 
Australia, the vast majority of them in the ‘high-end’ of 
the tourism market.

From at least the early-1960s, Kenyans have been 
visiting Australia to engage in all kinds of education. 
From that time onwards, an increasing number of 
Kenyan government bureaucrats, technocrats, and 
theologians have also visited Australia to complete 
their professional training. For more than 60 years, the 
Australian Government has provided scholarships for 
Kenyan students to study at Australian universities. 
Now known as ‘Australia Awards’, this programme of 
scholarships was vastly expanded in the late-2000s. 

From 2008 onwards, the Australian Government has 
also supported a growing number of Kenyans to travel 
to Australia in order to complete various targeted short 
courses – especially in technical areas where Kenya 
and Australia have mutual economic interests, such as: 
the extractives industries, agricultural sciences, and 
public policy. Between 2011-2015, a particular focus of 
these courses was mining, with the training especially 
concentrated upon Australia’s International Mining 
for Development Centre (M4DC). This was jointly run 
between the University of Western Australia and the 
University of Queensland.

There are other ways, too, in which Kenyans have 
contributed to Australia’s education system, especially 
its tertiary sector. Over the past 20 years, changes 
to the way in which Australian universities recruit 
international students, and to the processes through 
which international student visas are issued, has 
resulted in increasing numbers of Kenyans travelling 
to Australia to complete their undergraduate 
education. The period has also seen an increasing 
internationalisation of Australian universities’ faculty 
bodies, with a growing number of Kenyan-born, and 
Kenyan-educated, academics working in Australia.
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Key Points
• The 1962 Commonwealth Games in Perth 

witnessed the international debut of one of 
Kenya’s greatest ever middle-distance runners, 
Kipchoge Keino.

• At the Sydney Olympic Games in 2000 Reuben 
Kosgei beat his fellow countryman Wilson Boit 
Kipketer in an exciting finish to win the men’s 
3000 metres steeplechase.

• Kenya’s middle-distance runners dominated 
at the 2018 Commonwealth Games in the 
Gold Coast, with Wycliffe Kinyamal, Conseslus 
Kipruto, Hellen Obiri and Elijah Motonei 
Manangoi all winning gold medals.

• Kenyan migrants to Australia have made their 
mark on the soccer field like Bruce Kamau who 
has played for Adelaide United, Melbourne 
City and the Western Sydney Wanderers in the 
A-League and now plays in Europe with OFI 
Crete F.C. 

• Liz Mills joined Kenya’s national basketball team 
in January 2021 and coached them to their first 
AfroBasket championship in 28 years. Kenya 
beat Africa’s 11-time champion Angola 74–73.

Sporting     
      Ties

The number of Kenyan migrants living in Australia has 
increased markedly in the twenty first century. In 1996 
there were 6,060 Kenyan-born residents, whereas 
in 2016, at the time of the most recent census, the 
community had grown to 17,652; and of this number 
over 65% had arrived in Australia after 2001. Prior 
to Kenyan independence, few Kenyans moved to 
Australia, but there were significant, if small, numbers 
of Australians who settled in what was then the British 
colony of Kenya. The expanding Kenyan pastoral and 
agricultural sectors of the early twentieth-century 
offered attractive opportunities for Australians with 
capital and farming experience.

Recent Kenyan migrants regard Western Australia as a 
prime destination; the most recent census figures show 
that 30.7% of Kenyan-born residents live in WA, more 
than in any other state. Kenyan-Australians are highly 
educated, with over half of adult residents holding a 
university degree or diploma; and of those employed, 
over 50% are in either a skilled managerial, professional or 
trade occupation. These rates compare very favourably to 
the general Australian population. 

Although small, the Kenyan-Australian community 
has nurtured several high-profile members. Lucy 
Muringo Gichuhi served as Senator for South Australia 
in Australia’s federal Parliament from 2017 to 2019. 
A number of Kenyans have also achieved success as 
professional footballers in Australia.

Kenya and Australia have long enjoyed rich and varied 
sporting links. In 1939, the noted Australian pilot Patrick 
Gordon Taylor flew a Catalina flying boat, Guba II, from 
Port Hedland to Mombasa via the Cocos Islands, Diego 
Garcia and the Seychelles, a journey that took a little 
over two weeks to complete. 

After the end of WW2 more conventional sporting 
links were forged between the two nations. Prior to 
independence, Kenya sent a team of twenty-five athletes 
to the 1956 Summer Olympics in Melbourne. Six years 
later, at the 1962 Empire and Commonwealth Games 
in Perth, Kenyan athletes excelled. Seraphino Antao, a 
Kenyan of Goan descent from Mombasa won both the 
100 and 220-yard sprints.

In team sports, Kenya has consistently been competitive 
on the hockey field, and its cricket team faced Australia 
in a One Day International for the first time at the 1996 
World Cup. However, it is on the athletics track that Kenya 
truly stands out. At the Sydney Summer Olympics in 
2000 the Kenyan team won seven medals. Noah Ngeny 
caused one of the great upsets of the Sydney Games 
when he won the men’s 1500 metres in record time.

Australians are also involved in Kenya’s sporting 
successes. Liz Mills is an Australian basketball coach who 
currently holds the position of head coach for Kenya’s 
national basketball team, the Morans. Mills is a trail blazer, 
being the only woman in the world currently in charge of a 
men’s national team.

Migration     
     and Settlement

Key Points
• Frederick William Bell, the first Western 

Australian soldier to receive the Victoria Cross, 
was a district commissioner in Kenya after WW1.

• After WW2 Australia resettled thousands of 
displaced people living in Kenyan refugee camps, 
including 1200 Polish emigrants who sailed from 
Mombasa to Fremantle in February 1950.

• Lucy Muringo Gichuhi is the first person of 
African descent to be elected to the federal 
parliament, where she served as a senator for 
South Australia from 2017 to 2019.

• Gichuhi grew up in Nyeri County and worked as 
an accountant in Kenya before migrating with 
her family to South Australia in 1999.
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