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We wish to acknowledge the Traditional 
Custodians of the land on which we live, the 
Whadjuk people of the Noongar Nation. 

We wish to acknowledge and respect their 
continuing culture and contribution to the life 
of this city and region.
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2020-2021 are a couple of years that will 
forever live in infamy. Clearly front of mind 
to everyone is the global COVID pandemic. 
However, as vaccinations rise, and lockdowns 
ease, the memory of this will dim. We will 
however be left to face the legacy of 300 
years of the industrial revolution and a lack 
of due consideration for the very things that 
sustain all life on the planet. This legacy will 
be explored in detail at the 2021 AILA Festival 
of Landscape Architecture-Spectacle and 
Collapse. 

The themes are the start of a very important 
conversation that AILA and Landscape 
Architects must lead. The skills sets, 
knowledge and perspectives that Landscape 
Architects bring to the table are critical to 
the social, environmental and economic 
future of a post COVID world. If governments 
worldwide are indeed committed to ‘Building 
Back Better’, then green infrastructure needs 
to be a critical part of the planning and 
adjustments to occur, otherwise we are just 
‘Building Back Same’.

AILA will take the spirit and themes from the 
festival and use them to spark our advocacy 
work to ensure the green infrastructure is 
taken from a nice to have to a must have.

Ben Stockwin
Chief Executive Officer
Australian Institute of Landscape Architects

AILA WELCOME

Ben Stockwin
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CREATIVE DIRECTORATE ADDRESS

Welcome to an optimistic and impactful 
festival comfortable with the uncomfortable, 
exploring the spectrum between 
contradictory ideas and inspiring participants 
to be active agents of change.

More and more our society is drawn to 
experience and understand the world 
around us as spectacle – consumable 
and pleasurable, dramatic though often 
superficial, inspiring and bewildering; image 
obsessed. At the same time, we are threatened 
with the collapse of ecologies and economies, 
critical to the survival and vitality of 
communities and cultures. Yet acting on this 
threat requires an appreciation of society’s 
draw to spectacle as well as depth of systems 
thinking, an understanding of prolonged time, 
large scales and broad context. 

Landscape architects are skilled in these 
modes of thought and practice however, how 
can we better move between image making, 
experience and deep understanding? Can 
we use spectacle to shift cultural values and 
increase our capacity to act in response to 
collapse? 

Creative Directorate (left to 
right): Damien Pericles, Kat 
Stewart, Hans Oerlemans, 
Christina Nicholson and 
Professor Maria Ignatieva.
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Spectacle 
Under the influence of globalisation, 
commodification, digitalisation, increasing 
mobility and social expectations, people 
are drawn to a perpetual search for new 
experiences: Instagram Landscapes; Wild 
Landscapes; Virtual Landscapes… Can 
these curated images and experiences, if 
combined with authentic ecological meaning 
shift cultural values towards a deeper 
understanding of place? 

Collapse 
To understand, relinquish, restore, and 
reinvent are paramount to Landscape 
Architectural research and design processes 
in order to explore new social, cultural, 
economic, and ecological frameworks. 
Can we develop enough community and 
political support, enabling landscapes to be 
regenerated, abandoned landscapes reclaimed 
and connections to local systems reinvented?
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Clockwise from top left: 
Aerial view of Lake Hillier 
near Esperance; Little 
Armstrong Bay Rottnest Island; 
Wildflowers in Coalseam 
Conservation Park; Murchison 
River in Kalbarri National 
Park; Aerial view of winery 
in Yallingup; Goldfields 
Highway along the Golden 
Quest Discovery Trail. Images 
courtesy of Tourism Western 
Australia



8

PROGRAM
DAY 1 - THURSDAY 14 OCTOBER

7:45 am In Person Registration (Perth) and 
Digital Registration

8:30 am Welcome to Country
Presented by a local Perth Elder

8:55 am Spectacle and Collapse - Festival Opening 
Creative Directorate Introduction
AILA President Welcome

 9:20 am Saving the Southwest Hotspot in the Age 
of Extinction
Professor Kingsley Dixon

 9:50 am Beyond Representation: Taking the Long View
Professor James Hitchmough

10:25 am Come for the Spectacle, Leave with a Connection
Nathan Greenhill

11:00 am Morning tea

11:30 am The Spectacle of Native Plant Species: Promoting Biodiversity in Gardens
Digby Growns

12:00 pm Promoting Awareness and Recognition of Indigenous Knowledge Through 
Spectacle
Jonathan Jones

12:20pm Consuming the Collapse
Karen Ferry

12:45 pm Couch discussion

1:30 pm Lunch

2:00 pm Kings Park Tours

4:30 pm / 
5:00 pm

2021 AILA National Landscape Architecture Awards
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PROGRAM
DAY 2 - FRIDAY 15 OCTOBER

8:00 am Registration

8:30 am Welcome Day Two
Ben Stockwin, AILA CEO, AILA Creative Directorate

8:50 am The Boundaries and Future of Solution Space
Nicole Foss

9:20 am Suburban leverage points for resilient futures
Dylan Newell

9:45 am Cultural Burning and the Liveability of Suburbs
Oral McGuire

10:25 am Morning tea

10:55 am Overcoming a Colonial Legacy: The Discourse of Landscape Architecture in the 
Middle East
Dr Jala Makhzoumi

11:30 am Collapse Propels us Forwards
Assoc. Professor Margaret Grose

11:50 am Couch discussion

12:30 pm Climate Positive Design Update
Martin O’Dea 

12:40 pm Lunch (in-person) + digital attendees hosted networking discussion

1:40 pm The Spectacle of the Mundane
Darius Reznek

2:15 pm Deep Spectacle, Surface Collapse: Imagining Design and Conservation in the 
Proposed Yule Brook Regional Park
Daniel Jan Martin

2:35 pm Green Dreams: The Trials and Tribulations of Delivering an Innovative 
Suburban Open Space System on Perth’s Fringe
Dr Julian Bolleter

3:10 pm Afternoon tea

3:40 pm 2021 Future Landscapes Competition announcement

3:50 pm Couch discussion

4:30 pm Beyond Climate Grief
Dr Jonica Newby

5:10 pm Closing remarks

5:30 pm Festival After Party
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SPEAKERS AND SESSION ABSTRACTS
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Dr Julian Bolleter
Australian Urban Design Research Centre 
Co-Director, University of Western Australia, 
WA Australia

Julian Bolleter is the Co-Director at the Australian 
Urban Design Research Centre (AUDRC) at the 
University of Western Australia and Program Director 
of AUDRC’s Master of Urban Design course. His 
role also includes conducting research projects for 
the Australian Research Council and the Western 
Australian state government. Julian has worked in 
Australia, USA, UK and the Middle East and published 
6 books based on his research and practice.

Green Dreams: the Trials and Tribulations of Delivering an Innovative 
Suburban Open Space System on Perth’s Fringe 
The Landscape Urbanism inspired ‘Wungong Landscape Structure Plan’, currently 
under construction on the fringes of Perth, embodies several innovations concerning 
Public Open Space provision. These include using a holistic, interconnected open 
space system as the primary guidelines for development and integrating this open 
space system with stormwater management functions. However, these innovations 
have been met with significant resistance from the urban design and planning 
disciplines, the land development industry, and regulatory bodies. This presentation 
examines these barriers of implementation to inform future suburban projects 
which attempt related innovations in public open spaces. The findings allow a 
critical reflection on the principles undergirding the Wungong Landscape Structure 
Plan and, on the critiques, ventured in response. This presentation concludes with 
guidance for how future similar innovations are conceived and how the culture of 
planning and land development could shift to facilitate innovation.

SPEAKERS AND SESSION ABSTRACTS
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Prof. Kingsley Dixon 
Botanist, Curtin University, WA Australia

Prof. Kingsley Dixon is a passionate botanist and 
professional with deep knowledge and understanding 
of the plants of Western Australia. He was involved in 
leading programs during his time as the Foundation 
Director at Kings Park Science and is now at 
Curtin University working on restoration science, 
conservation biology and community engagement.  He 
is also a passionate gardener and garden designer.

Saving the Southwest Hotspot in the Age of Extinction
More diverse than 98% of all other countries, Australia is unparalleled for the 
richness of its plants and animals.  With evolutionary lineages that are amongst the 
most continuous record of life on earth, Australia’s First Nations people learnt to live 
in harmony and equilibrium with nature and the natural environment.  Their respect 
for plants and animals through a system of totems and landcare was developed over 
60,000 years, resulting in a complex and stable interconnection of human existence 
and nature.  But within a blink of evolutionary time, all this changed and in the 200 
years since European occupation, we have taken more species to extinction per 
capita than any other continent.  Western Australia as the ‘jewel in the crown’ was 
to see the exquisite diversity of its unique ecosystems decimated by the arrival of 
the industrial revolution on one of the most ancient landscapes on earth.  From 
spectacle to collapse, the southwest in particular is now in ecological free-fall 
with little hope that we can arrest the accelerating decline in the 30% of nature 
that remains uncleared.  In this presentation I will present what we know of the 
evolutionary marvel of the southwest, the impacts of the hands of humans and how 
walking together with our traditional custodians represents a key way to rethink how 
we might arrest the impending ecological collapse.

SPEAKERS AND SESSION ABSTRACTS
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Nicole Foss 
Systems Analyst, New Zealand

Nicole Foss is a systems analyst. She has previously 
been an environmental consultant, a research fellow 
at Oxford, an executive coordinator of the Ontario 
biogas industry, and is now a researcher, writer 
and international speaker. She lectures on limits 
to growth, encompassing international finance, 
energy, environment, psychology, geopolitics and 
permaculture.

The Boundaries and Future of Solution Space
We are approaching limits to growth in many ways simultaneously, and these limits 
will interact to constrain future options. Resources are increasingly limited, we 
cannot afford to waste what remains. It is therefore important to assess the viability 
of different proposed solutions in light of this. If we eliminate unworkable proposals, 
we can focus more effectively on real solutions. To be viable, a choice must not be 
capital intensive or energy intensive. It must not depend on large-scale, top-down 
decision-making, existing societal complexity or social cohesion. This presentation 
will explore each of these constraints. We will also delve into the range of paths 
forward that do not violate one or more of the constraints. 

Solutions will need to be relatively small-scale and locally-based, to operate within 
the trust horizon. They will need to rely on collective human initiative and effort at 
the community scale. Building social capital will be essential, with many possibilities 
for community groups and local government to collaborate. Businesses also have a 
critical role in maintaining access to essentials and will need local supply chains and 
a local distribution network. 

In a relocalised community, the economy needs to be locally grounded, including 
its monetary system. Initiatives such as time banks, savings pools, and local 
currencies can make a major difference in maintaining liquidity through an economic 
depression. The goal is to create a decentralised and resilient system capable of 
supplying people with the essentials by facing uncertainty with flexibility. To explore 
this concept, a permaculture mindset is beneficial. The reality of what can be 
delivered under a system constrained by non-negotiable limits requires a substantial 
downward adjustment of expectations. This need not mean deprivation of material 
wealth, but wealth in human connection. It is what makes people healthy and happy, 
and that is what we must focus upon.

SPEAKERS AND SESSION ABSTRACTS
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Nathan Greenhill 
Coordinator Recreation, Planning and Design Unit 
- Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and 
Attractions, WA Australia

Nathan Greenhill coordinates the Department of 
Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions design 
team, who create nature-based recreation and tourism 
infrastructure for visitors to Western Australia’s 
national parks and reserves. Nathan is committed 
to cultural and biodiversity conservation and works 
to facilitate public engagement, understanding and 
advocacy by providing visitors with high-value 
experiences that build connections and appreciation of 
Western Australia’s natural areas.

Come for the Spectacle, Leave with a Connection
Lands and waters managed by the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and 
Attractions display richness and diversity in their form, scale, culture, conservation 
values, and experiences they offer. People are often drawn to these places because 
of the spectacle, that is, a spectacular natural feature be it a sweeping horizon, a 
massive rock formation, towering trees, or an expansive beach. We are drawn to 
these places as a juxtaposition to the urban setting of our daily lives. We dream, 
arrange and plan our lives to go ‘away’; ‘up north’, ‘down south’ or ‘to the country’. 
We visit these spectacular places to experience awe, to be taken out of the everyday 
routine and into the moment allowing us to connect to these natural landscapes. 

This presentation will take us on a tour through Western Australia’s national parks 
and reserves to explore the role of the landscape architect in protecting these much-
loved natural landscapes by facilitating meaningful experiences, creating connections 
between person and place, and building knowledge around the values that make 
them special through visitor education. I will explore critical thinking around how 
much development is too much; how to manage access, sustainability, environmental 
and cultural values; the benefits and challenges of creating focal points around 
‘spectacle’ in natural areas; managing ‘over-tourism’; and the unseen benefits of 
natural area tourism.

SPEAKERS AND SESSION ABSTRACTS
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Assoc Prof Margaret Grose
University of Melbourne School of Design, Victoria, 
Australia

Margaret Grose is an ecologist, landscape architect, 
and agricultural scientist. Her research focus is on 
articulating synergies between ecology and landscape 
architecture and approaches to teaching the translation 
of scientific ideas into design. Her latest book, 
Constructed Ecologies: Critical Reflections on Ecology 
with Design, was published in 2017 and contains new 
concepts for landscape architecture. Margaret is 
currently working on other books.

Collapse Propels Us Forwards
Collapse is both a noun, a verb and synonymous with inability, disability, weakness, 
inaptitude, incompetence, and incapacity, among others. The core agents of collapse 
as considered today are biodiversity loss and climate change, which has become the 
over-riding narrative of our times. In this presentation I will discuss climate change 
as an imaginative idea that is propelling us forward to a re-evaluation, renewal, 
reinvention, re-working, and re-engagement, with greater breadth of vision than 
has dominated immediately before and how landscape architecture has a large role 
to play. This short talk is inspired by students who have thanked me for not being 
negative about their future, and the real need to point to positive ways forward that 
give them a sense of future in a world full of the negative talk of collapse.

SPEAKERS AND SESSION ABSTRACTS
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Digby Growns 
Senior Plant Breeder, Botanic Gardens and Parks 
Authority, WA Australia

Digby Growns manages programs in the breeding 
and development of Australian plants at Kings Park 
Botanic Gardens and is responsible for the release 
of over 50 new plant varieties including the hybrid 
Chamelaucium ‘Pearlflower’ series, Anigozanthos 
‘Kings Park Royale’ and 17 new Grevillea hybrids, 
including the commemorative plant for the Centenary 
of the ANZAC’s, ‘RSL Spirit of ANZAC’.  He leads 
research into new technology developments in plant 
tissue culture, biotechnology and plant breeding.

The Spectacle of Native Plant Species: Promoting Biodiversity in Gardens
The Kings Park Plant Breeding and Development program is an environmentally 
based ornamental breeding program that focuses on producing highly decorative 
Western Australian plant varieties with a positive environmental impact.  We aim 
to provide habitat and food sources for urban fauna such as birds, insects, reptiles 
and small mammals.  We produce plants that use less water and fertilizer, than 
standard garden plants, to reduce the impact of groundwater use and pollution in 
urban areas.  These varieties are also more tolerant of pests and diseases to reduce 
the use of chemical-based control.  In addition, the plants we create are highly 
ornamental to celebrate the spectacular beauty and variety of Western Australian 
flora and to encourage their uptake by landscape architects and designers, and the 
public.  We work with several different commercial partners for different plant 
genera under the Kings Park brand and use our reputation to promote local flora and 
their environmental benefits. We have been pleased to see a significant upswing in 
interest and use of Australian plants locally, nationally and internationally over the 
last 20 years of the breeding program and look forward to continuing to expand our 
knowledge and the popularity of native plants.

SPEAKERS AND SESSION ABSTRACTS
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Professor James Hitchmough
Dept. of Landscape Architecture, University of 
Sheffield, UK

James Hitchmough is a Professor of Horticultural 
Ecology at the Department of Landscape Architecture 
at the University of Sheffield where he was Head of 
Department from 2014-18. He is best known for his 
research and practice in the creation and management 
of ecologically based designed plant communities, 
people’s emotional responses to this type of vegetation, 
and how to re-nature urban and rural landscapes with 
biodiverse habitats that offer richer experiences for 
people.  

Beyond Representation: Taking the Long View
In “Society of the spectacle” Debord critiques late 20th-century society as essentially 
shallow and unable to reflect truthfully on itself. It makes for uncomfortable 
reading from a Landscape Architectural perspective where representation is such 
a powerful part of practice.  Representation in landscape architecture is essential 
for envisaging future landscape states, but it must not become hubris that obscures, 
arguably more meaningful, longer-term goals both for people and other organisms.  
In this presentation, I will unpick the notion of “spectacle” having more ecological 
processes in landscape architecture, not only as narrative but as practice. I will use 
various projects, including some I have been involved with, to demonstrate this.   
These projects will also reflect on how the structure of practice, client relationships, 
and planning frameworks often result in the input of landscape architects typically 
diminishing from the planning stage onward. If ecological processes are to be 
properly utilised in a project, the level of involvement from landscape architects 
should be reversed.  The idea that ecological processes can be delivered at a point 
in time, or expected at the beginning of the design process by pushing the “go” 
button, is largely absurd. It raises big questions about whether landscape architecture 
in its current form can drive forward the movement of a more ecological built 
environment for the 21st century. I will argue that without some form of long-term 
involvement in projects, and a better understanding of the elements that shape 
ecological processes, these aspirations are unlikely to be achieved to our satisfaction.  

SPEAKERS AND SESSION ABSTRACTS
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Jonathan Jones 
Wiradjuri/Kamilaroi artist, NSW Australia

Jonathan Jones is a Sydney-based artist and researcher 
of the Wiradjuri and Kamilaroi nations of south-east 
Australia. His projects are grounded in research and 
work with local Aboriginal elders and community. 
Jones is also a researcher at Jumbunna Institute for 
Indigenous Education and Research, University of 
Technology Sydney.

Promoting Awareness and recognition of Indigenous knowledge through 
Spectacle
In Wiradjuri, Country is ngurambang. Ngurang, the root word, means camp, nest or 
home, while the addition of the suffix -bang indicates an intensified quality. In this 
way, Country is the best kind of home -- not a large home, but an intensification of 
the feeling and connections that make home so special. When we say Country, this is 
what we mean -- home. The warm, familiar, deep connections that make a home. A 
physical manifestation of your identity.  Yet how do these ideas translate for the rest 
of Australia? How can they be captured within the built environment?
 
Continuity of place is a significant way we can create and convey these connections. 
Understanding history, occupations, uses, meanings and the locale is key to creating 
a successful future. This presentation will focus on several public artworks, and 
consider ways in which to make a more meaningful landscape and in turn foster a 
feeling of ngurambang for everyone.

SPEAKERS AND SESSION ABSTRACTS
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Daniel Jan Martin
Landscape Planner, UWA School of Design, WA 
Australia

Daniel Jan Martin is an environmental planner and 
designer based in Perth, Australia. He teaches and 
researches in architecture and landscape architecture 
at the UWA School of Design. His work explores ways 
of mapping and designing with our water systems 
and ecosystems with expertise across geospatial 
analysis, sustainability and urban design. A passion 
for environmental communication drives his work; 
sharing, translating and advocating.

Deep Spectacle, Surface Collapse: Imagining Design and Conservation in the 
Proposed Yule Brook Regional Park
Beneath Noongar Boodjar are deep waters, surfacing as tapestries of wetlands and 
streams throughout the Perth landscape. These deep waters form aquifers with 
intricate fluctuations and flows, sustaining much of the phenomenal biodiversity on 
the surface of Perth. As a ‘Hotspot City’, these ecological values and the waters that 
sustain them are in conflict with human impacts. In particular, urban and industrial 
development. 

It is vital that ecological frameworks become embedded within planning frameworks, 
to prioritise the health and safety of the land of which we are all a part. Collaborative 
environmental planning and landscape strategies are critical, providing canvases and 
conversations in a just transition from a biodiversity conflict to a place of care. ‘Deep’ 
and ‘surface’ mappings of urban hydrology and biodiversity allow us to ‘see’ our 
biodiversity, and imagine alternate frameworks for development. In these maps, we 
find opportunities for design and urgent spaces for conservation. 

From here, we arrive at the claypans of Perth, along Mandoorn (Yule Brook) on 
the eastern margin of the coastal plain. The Yule Brook corridor is a hotspot within 
a hotspot, comprising more than 700 hectares of land connecting the Dyarlgarro 
(Canning River) with Jerban (Lesmurdie Falls) in Perth’s hills. Here are some of the 
highest rates of biodiversity in the world within at least forty ecotypes. Yule Brook is 
an important corridor for the future of Perth, and negotiations to create a Regional 
Park are ongoing. Unless appropriate buffers and landscape opportunities are 
realised, collapse is likely. This discussion considers Yule Brook as a space for agency 
in which to bring together design, restoration and conservation.

SPEAKERS AND SESSION ABSTRACTS
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Dr Jala Makhzoumi
Adjunct Professor of Landscape Architecture, 
American University of Beirut, Lebanon

Jala is the laureate of the International Federation 
of Landscape Architects 2021 Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe 
Award. In her practice, research and teaching, Jala 
explores place responsive, community driven and 
ecologically embedded design. She co-authored the 
books Ecological Landscape Design and Planning, 
and The Right to Landscape. Her expertise includes 
ecological planning, landscape heritage conservation, 
sustainable urban greening and post-conflict recovery. 
She is currently president of the Lebanese Landscape 
Association and co-founder of UNIT44 consultancy, 
based in Lebanon.

Overcoming a Colonial Legacy: The Discourse of Landscape Architecture in 
the Middle East 
The word ‘landscape’ was introduced as part and parcel of the colonial 
transformation of Middle Eastern cities. Today, the prevailing understanding of 
landscape continues to be informed by these parameters, the meaning of ‘landscape’ 
narrowly construed to imply urban beautification. Beyond cities, national borders 
imposed by Western colonisation disrupted cultural and ecological continuities. 
The colonial legacy came to undermine cultural values and social practices that 
were responsive to the ecology and environmentally sound. Historical and cultural 
ruptures hinder the development of a culturally-rooted conception of ‘landscape’ 
and deny the potential of landscape architecture, an emerging profession, in framing 
environmental, social and political problems. In my talk, I will explore paths taken to 
overcome these limitations while addressing the global concerns of climate change, 
biodiversity conservation and sustainable development. Drawing on examples from 
rural and urban landscapes, I hope to share insight into the early development of a 
contextualized discourse on landscape architecture in the region. 

SPEAKERS AND SESSION ABSTRACTS
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Dylan Newall 
Architectural Graduate and Permaculture Designer, 
Eyrie Studio, Victoria, Australia

Dylan Newell has a Master of Architecture from the 
Melbourne School of Design, and is a permaculture 
practitioner who views the built environment from 
a landscape systems perspective. Currently, Dylan is 
using systems theory to envisage how the suburbs can 
be transformed and reinhabited through bottom-up 
action.

Suburban Leverage Points for Resilient Futures
System lock-in can make humanity’s global problems seem insurmountable at a 
local scale—the technical human-created paradigm we live in is highly resistant to 
change.  However, while systems theory supports the idea of systemic lock-in, it also 
demonstrates why small changes can eventually lead to broader re-organisation during 
catastrophes and increase overall community resilience. Donella Meadows calls these 
small changes leverage points. I will discuss why the suburb and the street can become 
a place for local action in regards to leverage points. James Howard Kunstler has 
called the suburb the ‘greatest misallocation of resources in the history of the world’; 
however, these misallocated resources also hold latent potential for transformation.

Per Bak’s sandpile theory proposes that all complex systems are attracted to a state of 
self-organised criticality. That is to say, all self-organised systems eventually collapse. 
Furthermore, he asserts that change only emerges from catastrophe. Permaculture 
co-originator David Holmgren describes this as a pulse. Crisis must now become our 
opportunity.

Generally speaking, the more interconnected a system network, the greater the 
potential collapse. Two basic categories can determine the resilience of a system: a 
homogeneous system, which is strongly networked and absorbs small shocks very 
well but is prone to rapid collapse, and a heterogeneous system, which is weakly 
networked and withstands shocks by constantly adapting. 

While food production, suburban roads and local communities are obvious leverage 
points, the direction they need to be pushed can often be counterintuitive. I will 
argue that simple infrastructure moves, such as limiting car use around schools and 
repurposing roads for landscape systems, can have a more profound long term effect 
than complex infrastructure development. 

SPEAKERS AND SESSION ABSTRACTS
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Jonica Newby 
Science Reporter and Author, NSW Australia

Dr Jonica Newby is a science reporter, author, TV 
presenter and director best known for her role on 
ABC’s science program Catalyst. She has twice won the 
Eureka Award and is a recipient of a World TV Award.  
Known for presenting stories with rare honesty and 
intimacy, her current book, Beyond Climate Grief: a 
journey of love, snow, fire and an enchanted beer can, 
charts her struggles navigating the emotional turmoil of 
climate change.  

Beyond Climate Grief  
Do you have a special place? A landscape that fills you with awe, love, peace, wonder, 
and a powerful desire to be there?  A heart-place?  How would you feel if you 
discovered your heart-place could die?  As more of us wake up to the realisation that 
the places that matter to us are in direct peril, the challenge is not just how we deal 
practically, but how we face it emotionally.  How can we help transform grief into 
courage; despair into active hope?

For me, these questions are not just academic but part of a profound personal crisis 
when I realised what the future of my beloved snow country.  In this moving keynote 
talk, I will share what I learned on my subsequent journey through snow, fire and 
climate grief – ultimately charting a path through the emotional roller coaster and 
uncertainties of climate change, collapse and collective grief.  In this talk I will 
combine personal yarns with insights from psychology, neuroscience, evolutionary 
biology and philosophy explore; why we fall in love with landscapes; the role of 
creativity in a time of collapse; landscape disasters; and how understanding, courage, 
hope and gratitude help us deal with climate grief.

Perhaps we are in a time of collapse. But we are also in a time of extraordinary 
renewal and possibility.   This is a decade of deep change to our landscapes, but also 
one for society, to our way of living and working and of interacting with the natural 
world.  Facing it with love, courage and creativity will help us all create the future we 
choose.

SPEAKERS AND SESSION ABSTRACTS
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The Spectacle of the Mundane 
With the enormous challenges that our society is facing today, from climate change 
to fast urbanisation, architects tend to take on the role of saviours, thinking they can, 
and must provide answers to these problems. In particular, landscape architecture 
has been charged with the notion of responsibility to tap into its unique repertoire 
and provide suitable responses to the challenges of our time. Like the promise of 
early modern architects, these decades hold the promise of landscape architects. In 
our role we tend to preach about the importance of collaboration, process-driven 
design, ecosystems, temporality, and many more similar approaches, often inspired 
by the natural world. We use the natural world to legitimise our design interventions 
and spectacle to liberate ourselves. But are we not repeating the same mistakes? 

The Dutch landscape architectural practice has been particularly successful in 
spreading the message of agency through spectacle and non-apologetic design 
interventions. But can this be translated globally, and should it?  Can the same 
attitude be used when literally building a country from scratch or when intervening 
in sensitive and lush natural ecosystems? Specifically, when coming from a context 
where what is perceived as spectacle is in fact pragmatism: the Dutch landscape 
is probably more a feat of engineering and spectacle of pragmatism than design 
“gymnastics”.  

“The Connected City”, Oberbillwerder, in Hamburg Germany, showcases the 
importance of a balanced approach to design. An apparently spectacular city that 
is highly pragmatic in its futurism. A city where nature and urbanity are perfectly 
balanced and thrive off each other. Where nature is the starting point, but not the 
only truth. And where the synergy between nature and technology yields unique 
opportunities for reimagining the way we live.  

SPEAKERS AND SESSION ABSTRACTS

Darius Reznek 
Partner and Senior Landscape Architect, Karres en 
Brands, the Netherlands

Darius Reznek studied architecture and urban design 
in Romania and earned his Master’s in Landscape 
Architecture at Wageningen University & Research. 
He started his career at Karres en Brands in 2012 
and advanced to partner by 2017. He led the firm’s 
international competition team for several years, 
and worked on several winning competitions, 
including Helsinge Garden City station, Denmark 
and the Randwick Academic Health Science Centre 
Masterplan, Sydney.
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